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NOTES BY THE WAY. 


Contributed by the Editor. 


Steel-clamped in the silly fashion of the day, so that to 
nad it is a misery, and to keep its pages open an impossi- 
tility, the “ Arena” arrives, an irritating cause of discom- 
Why should it be deemed a 
virtue to prevent me from reading in comfort the excellent 


fort in this torrid weather. 
utieles provided for my instruction? These wire clamps 
ar nothing short of a pest, and war should be waged on 
them till they are abandoned. The “Idler” gave them up 
after very short trial. Will the Arena” follow the good 
eample? With a violent tug which fails to split the 
horrid device, I turn, as well as I can, to the article that 
chiefy concerns me and my readers — the Editor on 
“Hypnotism and Mental Suggestion.” Mr. Flower draws 
attention at starting to the marked change that has come 
over educated opinion, especially amongst men of science, 
ind more especially medical practitioners in respect to 
Hypnotism. There has been a general abandonment of 
judice and bigotry, as he considers, in favour of a 
vilingness to examine critically alleged phenomena which 
vould have received no sincere attention a few years ago. 
li phenomena so remarkable as those which are now 
miliar to us were neglected in the past, it was partly 
because of scientific prejudice, inherited from old bad 
times, and partly because the subject had fallen generally 
into the hands of charlatans and platform performers, who 
Were quite unfit to present any fair view of it, even 
had they cared to do so. In truth, they did not 
are for anything beyond the possible gain to be 
pt out of it, and the whole subject was degraded 
and vulgarised by the treatment it received. It is among 
the best signs that this régime is passing, that there is 
wible a strong inclination to introduce something like 
order into public platform exhibitions of hypnotic pheno- 
mena, to regulate them at least, if not to discountenance 
them altogether. 


Mr. Flower, having defined the difference between 
Hypnotism and Mental Suggestion, the one not neces- 
sarily involving the other—for Hypnotism is not curative 
vithout Suggestion, and the latter may be, and frequently 
i, used by physicians without the former—proceeds to 
give some account of experiments made by Dr. Osgood at 
the Ashmont Home for Incurables, as witnessed by him- 
«lf, Twelve patients were hypnotised with perfect suc- 
ts, “There was (he says) something thrilling, startling, 
and terrible in this spectacle of a human mind instantly 
Jielding to a will more royal than his own: becoming a 
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willing vassal, with ears attuned to no voice save the regal 

masters, whose slightest wish becomes absolute law.” 

This is a view of the matter which, in my opinion, it is 
well to keep fresh in the mind. It is an awful responsi- 
bility which a man accepts when he uses a power which 
can reduce to a nonentity that most sacred possession of 
another, his power of will. For it each is and must be re- 
sponsible, and no intrusion into the citadel which each 
must and ought to guard with the most jealous care is to 
be justified by anything short of imperative reasons and 
considerations of purely beneficent purpose. To make a 
plaything of such a power, to exhibit its effects for gain, 
to show its operation for the amusement of an audience 
which seeks only to pass away an idle hour—this would 
seem impossible were it not that it is habitually done. To 
state the case is to write its condemnation. It cannot be 
wondered that some continental countries have taken steps 
to check these unseemly exhibitions. It cannot be reason- 
able cause for surprise that there should be a growing 
desire that the use of this potent engine of possible 
mischief should be, as far as possible, safeguarded and 
confined to suitable operators, not necessarily medical 
practitioners, who are experts by study and practice, and 
may be depended on to employ their powers with ability 
and discretion. These, the conclusions of the Editor of the 
“ Arena,” in substance, though it is fair to say also that he 
thinks that “the public mind has greatly exaggerated the 
possibilities of evil,” are also those which I myself have 
arrived at. 


I am fully possessed of the conviction that great, and 
at present incalculable, blessings may come to mankind 
from the right use of Hypnotism. It is because of that 
conviction, and not so much from a dread of possible evil, 
that I desire to see safeguards insisted upon, and this 
potent force directed aright by competent and instructed 
operators. Mr. Flower’s final conclusions in this matter 
are important enough to be cited at length :— 


While, like electricity, steam, and other subtle but potent 
forces for good, hypnotism, in the hands of ignorance or evil, 
may become an engine of injury and destruction, I am 
satisfied, from my conversation with those who,through care- 
ful study and wide practice of hypnotisin, are competent to 
safely express their views, that the public mind has greatly 
exaggerated the possibilities of evil; for I am assured that 
where persons are thoroughly acquainted with the possible 
power of hypnotism, no one can injure them through its em- 
ployment against their will. In the past, doubtless many 
persons have been fascinated and ruined by this power. 
because in each case the mind of the victim was ignorant of 
the existence of this subtle influence. When, however, 

eneral information is diffused, there is little or nothing to 
bo feared from persons being hypnotised against their will; 
while the beneficent results following its use in the practice 
of surgery and medicine are becoming more and more marked 
every day. Moreover, the marvellous demonstrations made 
by tho flower of European scientists during the past decade 
in this department of research have brought to light un- 
dreamed-of powers of the human mind, while they have 
directed the attention of many scholars to the hitherto 
tabooed field of psychic science, an unexplored realm whose 
possibilities we are only beginning to dream of, but whose 
revelations will, I believe, prove as rich in vital truth as the 
splendid discoveries which have marked the past century in 
physical science, 
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Of the beneficial use of Hypnotism l may quote n case 
Dr. OS is 


Nude in the article under notice. 


operting at the Home for Treurables : 


LIGHT. 


In another ward, a boy of about fourteen or fifteen years 


of aga athoted with double hip-qoint disease 
great suffering. One foot was so painful and d 
he Gul not touch the door with it. 


erutohes 


on various oovasions seen a number of patients so treated, 


He was requested to etiw to an adjoimng Toom, ye 
Attor 


he did with grat pain and considerable »„tfort. 
Kun that he was vomiurtably placed upon a couch or bad, 
the doctor ssid iu a kindly vet vory positive tome: lk 
me in the eves 
iu uud. Ned of sleep Ne 
wander from me; look at me steadily, 4% do no? think of 
mos thet afskeer? You know how delightful the sensation 
i. when you are conscious that von are drifting into a restful 
sleep” “Yes,” said the patient languidiv, and l saw that 
the spell was already upon him. “Well, think about it; 
think how lovely it is that passing away into sloop.“ Here 
the doctor touched the forehead between the oves. Now 
vou are going to sleep Your eves are heavy, You are foel- 
ing very sleepy. You are going to sloop, You CANNOT OPEN 


your kyes (he evelids partially opened.) NOW! 
cannot your eyes Now you ARE ASLEEP, 


vou open 
Then he gentiv rubbed the hip, placed his hand over the 
heart, and said: “Your eireulatian is boing stimulated. 
There is a warm sensation passing down the hip. Your 
muscles are becoming relaxed. All pain will have loft vour 
hip when you wake up You will feel greatly relieved in 
every way. Now sleep on until I waken you.” When, half 
an hour later, we entered the room in which this boy lav 
sleeping. the doctor ssid, kindly: “You may wake up now.“ 
Immediately the boy awoke. He then reached his crutches, 
and began to follow us out of the wom. “Why, doctor” he 
exclaimed “see! l can put my foot on the ground, and all 
the pain is yone.” Something like tears glistened in his 
beaming eyes, and his voice was tremulous with excitement. 


A very curious instance of the employment of the hypno. 
tie power on wild creatures must close my notice of a very 
interesting article. It vill be seen that its exercise 
destroyed life. It was, I suppose, impossible to remove the 
influence, and death ensued :— 


“I tried my power,” writes this friend. “on chickens, and 
suceveded without any trouble, but thought little of it as 
they were gentle; but a week or two ago there were two 
mice running around my room. I began to make a monot- 
enous sound with my voice, while willing the animals to 
come to me. After a while one of them came directly in front 
of me. I put my hand over him, continuing to say, Come, 
come.’ He made a slight effort to get away; I immediately 
raised my hand, as I wished it to be done entirely by will 
fore. The third time I covered him with my hand. he 
was perfectly quiet. I put him on my knee, stroked him 
down a few times, found him so under the influence that | 
laid him on the table, while I got the other one, merely will- 
ing he should stay there. I tried twenty times to make the 
last mouse keep still enengh for me to touch. I treated him 
as l did the first, returned to the table, took up my other 
mouse, placing one on each knee, rubbed them both down a 
few minutes, and then they were truly ‘as still as mice.’ 
After about twenty minutes I grew tired of them and 
pushed them from my lap, but found they staggered like 
drunken things. I picked them up and put them in another 
room, but the one easiest influenced followed me across the 
room. l took him back; and when I rose up an hour after- 
wards, he was crouched at my feet. l took him up and 
willed him to eat, and he would make the motion, but 
seemed to have no strength tu bite with. After 
found them together; I stooped to pick them up and the 
wild one ran away, and T found him dead in a little while. 
The other one seemed to revive after some time of effort on 
my part to restore him, but next morning | found him 


dead. 


In addition to the article on which T have commented, 
the Arena contains an account of the exploration of 
Lake Chala by Mrs. Freneh-Sheldon, the African traveller: 
a “Briton’s Impressions of America,” by J. F. Muirhead : 
an opening chapter of what promises to be an exhaustive 
statement, pro and con, of the great Shakspere-Bacon 
controversy: a remarkable unsigned article called “ Con- 
fessions of a Theologian”: and other thoroughiy good articles. 
The following testimony to the actuality of automatic 
writing l transfer to this column :— 


Below I give a letter just received from Charles Whedon, 
Esq., of the law rm of Whedon and Rysn, of Medina, 


Now de not think of mo; turu vour thoughts 
Do not allow your eves to 


„ complained of 
rawn up that 
Ho walked on two 
He had never been hypnotised, although he had 


| alas! sometimes sinning, she has passed from a turoulest 


dinner I| 


Anly 9. 19 


N. V. It is valuable as furnishing additional evidence üi 
the vority of a most intoresting and little understoy 
psyehival phenomenan. Fat that those who have thong, 
fully or earnestly investigated psychical problems doubt g 
reality of sutomatio writing, but because this whole psy 
realm, asa teld for scientiſie investigation, is comparat 
new to the majority of people. Says Mr. Whedon :— 

I desire to add a word or two, by way of emphasis a 
tho last sentences in B. P. Underwood's article on automat: 
writing in your June “Arona.” As l have had nearly ey 
Years’ experivnce as a psychie and write so-called automi 
cally, I tool that l may be permitted to urge the importa 
ofa fair and scientific investigation of the phenomenon. 
can say, as said by Mr. Underwood in quoting Mr. Stainte. 
Mosos, that “1 have written automatically precise stateney 
of facts, subsequently verified and found to be exact, swi 
facts boing demonstrably outside of my own knowledge“ 


ol 
Cy 
Te, 7 


My own experience has greatly impressed me with 2 
importance, the possibilities, and the maguitade of thy 
writing. As Ham able to write without the presence of se 
one, and at pleasure, I have not been hampered in erpen 
menting, as Mr. Underwood and some others have. 

l came into the study of this subject thoroughly imbs 
with the teachings of “Synthetic Philosophy,” as I had met 
a study of, and had read the whole of, Mr. Spencer's wore 
To stato that l am an evolutionist is but to state te 
Natural outcome of a study of his works. By this you sa 
know about what my bias would be; but I wish to asm 
you of the genuineness of the phenomenon, be the aw 


what it may. _ 


CONGRESS OF EXPERIMENTAL PSYCHOLOGY. 


This Congress, we remind our readers, will meet in Londa 
at University College, on Monday, August lst, and ths 
following days There will be a special section derotad & 
Hypnotism and kindred subjects. Papers will be contribete 
by Professor Bornheim, of Nancy, Professor Delbcent. Le 
Berillon. Editor of the “Revue de | Hypnotisme,” M 
F. W.H. Myers, Mrs. Sidgwick, and others. Professe 
Sidgwick will preside. The fee for attendance is te 
shillings; communications to be addressed to Mr. F. W E 
Myers, Leckhampton House, Cambridge. 


| 


DECEASE OF KATE FOX. 


A Dalziel telegram records the demise of Mrs Kate Fa 
Jencken, from a complication of diseases. She is ass 
in the minds of Spiritualists with the Rochester rapping d 
the early days of the movement. Later in life she mame 
Mr. Jeneken, a barrister, who devoted much attention è 
psychical subjects. A son of this marriage is said to bir 
inherited his mother’s undoubted mediumship. Poor Nate 


! Hers was a chequered life. Sinned against, and 


Fox ! 
existence to “where, beyond these voices, there is pana” 
May sho find the rest that this world denied her! 


ANOTHER PLANCHETTE STORY. 


Apropos of predictions made by the planchette board. th 
Rev. H. St. Maur Willoughby, sssistant-curate of &. 
Luke's, Camberwell, writes to the “Daily Telegraph” te 
mention a remarkable circumstance of which he was a wt 
ness. Ina country house in the Midlands planchette was 
berug exhibited, and a gentleman who was entirely sceptial 
as to its powers was asked by Mr. Willoughby whether de 
would believe in it if it would answer some question panny 
through his mind. which he would not reveal to the ow 
pany. “Certainly,” said he; “then, and not till thon, | will 
believe that there is no hoax or humbug.“ humeddiately the 


mystic board rushed off and spelt the two words, » Frese 
joke.“ “Is that a satisfactory reply?“ was asked. As Ñ 
was not, plauchette was requested to explain itself. Woe 
upon it instantly wrote, “What is joke in French ©" Now 
| at the party remembered, snd the French dictionary bain 
be consulted, when the sceptic, Jumping up with an ontan 
tion of surprise, exclaimed, „1 asked tho question in at 
own mind, and not a soul in the room could know it. “What 
horse is going to win the Cambridgeshire ® ' and here ts te 
| answer —as he handed the dictionary to the others 
| “Plaisanterie!" This happened to be one of the iwwel 
competitors for that year’s race. Whether anybody preeti 
won anything as a result of the information so mystery 
furnished is not stated. 


Coxeurst of self, and wisdom to love our enemies # 
the highest attainment of man, 
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SPIRITUALISTS’ CONFERENCE AT BURNLEY. | waite, aud elsewhere, It was calculated that nearly three 

s thousand persons attended these special meetings, and the 
The third of the present series of Conferences, originated | net cost per speaker por meeting was 10łd., as the speakers 
jj Manchester in 1890, and the first under the constitution | only received railway expenses. Fifty-two associates had 
aj the National Spiritualists’ Federation, as formed at | joined, and the affiliated societies now enrolled represented 
pradiord, in 1891, was held on Sunday last at Burnley. | a membership of two thousand two hundred and twenty- 
the proceedings occupied two days in all, Saturday being | three. The report was adopted. 
devoted to a procession through the principal streets of the The treasurer’s report showed after all expenses had been 
gown, a tea party in the rooms of the Hammerton-street | paid a balance in hand of £13 5s. 4d. for the past year's 
Feisty, aud a conversazione in the Mechanics’ Hall. It was | working. It was suggested by various delegates that in 
amputed that upwards of seven hundred and fifty persous | future theso reports should be printed and published prior 
yer included in the procession, which was headed by the | to the conference, and this was agreed to. The following 
~ jandsome silk Stars and Stripes of the United States, pre- | resolutions were then considered :— 


auted to Mr. J. J. Morse, followed by the beautifully Moved by Mr. J. Swindlehurst, seconded by Mr. J. S. 
painted banners of the Burnley and Colne Spiritualist | Gibson: “To add to Article VI. of Constitution, ‘That no 
Swieties, and numbers of smaller flags and banners used by | society shall have more than one member on the General 
the Lyceums. Immediately behind was the Federation | Executive Committee, and not more than one person of a 
Beeutive, followed by the excellent Burnley Temperance | household shall be eligible from the associated members at 
tan, aiter which came the Lyceum children dressed in | one time. —Oarried. 
white, with pretty sashes of ribbons, and bouquets of flowers, Moved by Mr. J. J. Morse, seconded by Mr. J. Swindle- 
my wearing floral garlands also, the remainder being | hurst: “Amendment to Article III. of Constitution, last 
Spiritualists of the town and district, sentence of clause, from the word ‘thereof’ to read as 
The route taken through the principal streets was | follows, instead of as now printed: ‘Said delegates in con- 
thronged with sightseers all the way, but the chief of police | junction with the associate members shall elect the officers 
and his assistants maintained excellent order for the passage | and conduct the business of the Conference,’”—Carried. 
oi the friends, and all passed off successfully. The children Moved by Mr.J. Swindlehurst, seconded by Mr. Councillor 
were regaled with coffee and buns on their return, and | Boys: “Article VII. of Constitution, Finance: ‘ That the last 
xue five hundred adults attended the tea meeting. The | words of second clause, viz., ‘ of five shillings’ be left out, 
conversazione was very largely patronised, upwards of eleven | and the words ‘half a crown’ be substituted.“ Carried. 
hundred people being present. An excellent programme— Resolutions establishing an “open council ” as part of the 
musical, vocal and elocutionary—was presented, the execu- | Conference business, moved by Mr. J. J. Morse, seconded 
tants being the Misses Boys, French, Coles, Kaye, Smith, | by Mr.Peter Lee; and extending the time in which associates, 
ind Mrs. Smith, with Messrs. Hartley, Simkin, Sudall, F. | fees could be paid until the day of the Conference, moved 
Hepworth, and E. W. Wallis. During the evening Mr. | by Mr. Swindlehurst, and seconded by Mr. F. Hepworth, 
Councillor Boys, of Pendleton, made a capital and interest- | were then passed. 
ing speech, which was most cordially received. Moved by Mr. W. H. Wheeler, seconded by Mr. R. 

The business of the Conference proper was opened on | Fitton: “That the secretary of the Spiritualists’ National 
Sunday morning by an invocation from Mrs. M. H. Wallis, | Federation in future be paid a fixed salary for work required.” 
and the singing of the hymn, Welcome angels, by the | —After considerable discussion this resolution was voted “to 
congregation, after which lie on the table for twelve months. 

The President, Mr. S. S. Chiswell, of Liverpool, delivered Moved by Mr. Swindlehurst, seconded by Mr. Hepworth, 
the opening address. It was, he said, a meeting for work. | and supported by Messrs. R. Fitton, P. Lee, E. W. Wallis 
The Executive came to the Conference to give an account of | and J. Simkin, and unanimously adopted : “That the present 
its stewardship. This was the first meeting under their | secretary of the National Spiritualists’ Federation receive 
corstitution. That constitution was not perfect, few things | some remuneration for his past services. 
iumau are. But Spiritualists desired to act out its spirit, Moved by Mr. Simkin, and seconded by Mr. Fitton, and, 
without quibblings as to the letter. Amendments were | after quite a prolonged debate, and the discussion of an 
needful. As progressive people they were not ashamed to | amendment, and a rider, carried by the delegates: “That 
improve upon previous efforts, or change their opinions. | each Conference shall elect a speaker or speakers for the 
This Federation had for its keynote, Union is Strength. | evening meeting on Conference day for each ensuing annual 
They were there for work, not glory. Let them put side all | Conference, and pay them their usual fee and expenses.” 
personal piques; true, they were most of them strongly On the motion of Mr. Hepworth, seconded by Mr. Lee, 
individualised, but let them remember that their own liber- | it was resolved: “That the Federation shall hold a tea party 
ties were endangered when they attempted to override the | and social evening on the Saturday preceding Conference 
liberties of others. day each year, and auditors, sub-committees, &c., be 

letters of regret at unavoidable absence were then read | requested to perform as much of their duties as possible on 
irom Mr, H. A. Kersey, and Mrs. Hammarbom, of New- | that day, so as to expedite the business on Sunday.“ 
astle-on-Tyne ; Mr. J. H. Boardman, of Openshaw; Mr. T. It was moved by Mr. White: “That it is desirable some 
F. Charlton, of Middlesbrough; Mr. J. Robertson, of | suitable means of recognition should be adopted by Spiritual- 
Glasgow ; and Mr. V. Wyldes, of Birmingham. ists, which might be nationally and internationally applicable 

The committee for the reception of delegates reported that | and acknowledged by them,” but on the motion of Mr. 

the following delegates were present, and the societies repre- | Swindlehurst the matter was tabled. 

ented were:—Mr. J. Worswick, Nelson; Mr. and Mrs. J. On the motion of Mr. E. W. Wallis, it was resolved : 

Moulding, Pendleton; Messrs. Coles and Sugden,Colne ; Messrs. | “That a new hymn-book be compiled for our Sunday 

Tatham, Mason, Eastwood, and Varley, Burnley; Mr. W. services, and Mr. Kersey be asked to co-operate and agree to 

H. Wheeler, Oldham; Mr. Peters, Bolton; Messrs, Sudall | have the words of his“ Songster ’ incorporated therein. That 

ad Holgate, Darwen; Messrs. Butterworth and Holines, a publishing committee be formed from the Executive of the 

Accrington; Messrs. W. Wallis aud Smith, Nottingham; | Federation, and Mr. Kersey be requested to become one of 

Mr. Haigh, Mr. Craven, Leeds; Messrs. Dabbs and Simkin, | that body.” 

Manchester; Messrs. Tyrell and Robinson, Blackburn; Mr. The election of officers resulted in the selection for 

and Miss Thorpe, Sowerby Bridge; Mr. Ibbeson, Hudders- president of Mr. Jas. Robertson, of Glasgow; Mr. James B. 

feld; Messrs. Parker, Birchall; and Mr. and Mrs. March- | Tetlow was re-elected as secretary; and Mr. F. Tomlinson 

bank, Bradford; Mr. Smith, West Vale; Mr. Bamford, | was re-elected as treasurer. The following are the Executive 

Slsithwaite; Messrs. Aked and Weatherhead, Keighley; | Committee for the ensuing year: Mr. Boardman, Openshaw ; 

Mr. Armitage, Batley; Mr. Colbeck, Ashton; and Mr. | Messrs. Chiswell and Morse, Liverpool; Mr. Coles, Colne; 

Devonport, Bolton—thirty-seven delegates, representing | Mr. Henningway, Huddersfield; Mr. Lee, Rochdale; Mr. 

twenty-four towns in all. Pemberton, Warrington; Mr. Swindlehurst, Preston; Mrs. ! 

The usual reports were then presented, that of the secre- | Wallis, Mr. Fitton, Mr. Simkin, and Mr. Brown, Manchester ; | 

tary being quite satisfactory, as to work done, and showing | Mrs. Craven and Mr. F. Hepworth, Leeds; and Mr. A. 

that the Federation is steadily and surely gaining ground. | Kitson, Leeds. After a very close contest the Conference 

A propaganda cominittee had been at work, and had held | decided to accept the invitation from Sowerby Bridge to 

meetings at Ashton, Armley, Macclesfield, Bolton, Slaith- | hold its meeting there next year. Mrs. Craven, of Leeds ; 
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end Mra. Groon, of tloywood, wore vlocted na the pail 
spoakera for the ovaning meoting of next year's oonlorence. 
A very cordial aud hearty voto of thanks was unanimously 
accorded to the retiring prosident, Mr. 8. 8 Chiswell, for 
hie services, and it wan the universal opinion that he had 
discharged a delicate and cittioulé duty with discretion, 
julgmont and tact. ; 

A largely attended domonstration meoting waa hold at 
night, the retiring president in the chai. ‘The opomug 
iuvocation waa given by Mes. Craven, of Loods, and excellent 
speeches were delivered by Moadames Wallis, Stanstiold, and 
Smith, and by Mossra, Hlopworth, White, Totlow, Armitage, 
Morse, Kitson, Marchbank, and Whooler, Miss Boys sang 
“Angels ever bright and fair with great acceptance, and 
the looa! choir rendered soveral pivces on Saturday and 
Sunday with great crudit. 

The usual votes of thanks to Burnley and other friends, 
for their efforts to promote the success of the gathoring, 
were accorded, and after the tinal hymn, the Couforonce of 
1802, a thorough success in every respect, camo to an end. 


J. J. 


It in also true,” continued the Professor. a 
my Aunt Marguerite was born in the little Italian 1 
Marguorite, and hor spirit passed ont in that wing 105 
village; and,” anid ho, “the most astonishing part of aie. 
that ths village of ‘Marguorits ' in in an isolated BPOL ane y 
the mountains of Italy, nnd fow Italinns aro aware ai 
oxistonce of such a village, or of its locality." Cn CT 
Botta was formorly a member of the Italian Parliament, iu 
for mumy yoars has ocenupiod n prominent position ta a 


toachor, aciontint, and philosopher in one of our foremost Ney 


York institutions of learning. Ho is a man who stands Very 


high as a profound scholar and doop thinker, 
Sovoral du,, after the extraordinary experionce with 
Foster I inot Professor Botta in a Browdway stage. Our en 


versabion immediately turned upon the events of the oveni 
with Moator, the moadiuim. 


his provious statomont. 
One afternoon 


Professor 


Botta fully endorsed 


Mr. Fostor callod at our Musical Institu- 
tion, and invited myself and family to drop in upon him u 
any timo that suitod our convenionce ; sdding that it would 
kivo him groat pleasure to sit for us “without money and 
without price.” Knowing something about Mr. Foster's 


Mons, 


E. 


A REMINISCENCE OF CHARLES H. FOSTER, 


We extract the material part of a very interesting 
letter contributed to the “ Banner of Light” on the char- 
actor and mediumship of the late Charles H. Foster :— 


The publication of the book entitled “The Salem Soor.“ 
written by Mr. George C. Bartlett of this city (which book I have 
carefully perused), calls forth an avalanche of reminisconces 
relating to Mr. Foster, which 1 am sure the readers of “The 
Banner will enjoy. 1 tirst became acquainted with Charles 
II. Foster, the grand medium, while attending a seance at 
his rooms, in company with Olé Bull, Professor Vincenzo 
Botta, Mrs. Botta, and Olé Bull’s son, Mr. Alexander Bull. 
Mr. Foster's wife was also present at the seanco referred to. 
After a few moments’ pleasant conversation, the most mar- 
vellous demonstrations of Mr. Foster's wonderful powers 
began, and before the seance was brought to a close every 
person present must have been satisfied of an invisible 
human intelligence surrounding us, which the most confirmed 
sceptic could not deny. Many of your readers are un- 
doubtedly aware that Olé Bull was a native of Norway. The 
great violinist was born in the city of Bergen on February 
5th, 1810, and, long before the Rochester rappings had been 
heard of, Olé Bull had been a firm believer in the power of 
spirit-return, As a composer of music Mozart was his beau 
ideal. He frequently remarked that Mozart’s spirit was his 
guide, and had been constantly by his side when ho was 
playing the violin from the twenty-fourth year of his age. 
He often used to remark that“ Mozart was his religion.“ 

During the evening wonderful tests were given to Olé 
Bull and his son through Mr. Foster, at times causing no 
little excitement. These tusta, for the most part, were given, 
I think, in foreign languages, and about matters connected 
with Olé Bull and his family, of which it was quite impossi- 
ble for Mr. Foster to have had any previous knowledge, On 
one occasion during the evening, Olé Bull's son became 30 
much affected by the many strange tests that we wero obliged, 
with some difficulty, to induce him to keep his seat. 016 
Bull himself was also intensely interested. During these 
developments Professor Botta and his wife remained quiet 
spectators, when suddenly Mr. Foster turned towards Mr. 
Botta, remarking: “There is a lady spirit present for you, 
sir, who tells me she is an aunt of yours. She carries in 

her hand a beautiful flower, which she calls ‘ Marguerite.’ ” 
Professor Botta made no reply, and Mr. Foster continued: 
“The lady tells me that her name is Marguerite,” and then, 
suddenly placing his hand to his forehead, Mr. Foster said ; 


“How strange! Why, she tells me that she was borp and | 


died in the village of Marguerito.” Here were the names 
of three Maguerites, each one representing a distinct entity, 
and each one explaining itself clearly, For a moment 
Professor Botta seemed staggered with astonishment, and 
the learned gentleman unhesitatingly and at once confirmed 
the facts as they have boon presented. Said the Professor to 
me “Yes, it is true, 1 had an aunt by the name of 
Marguerite ; it is also true that she was excessively fond of 
flowers, and that the daisy (which in our language is called 
Marguerite) was her favourite flower, and during the season 


Honorous nature, I invited a friond of ours—a very prominent 
Now York lawyor, and one of the most astute masters of the 
modorn languages whoin I have ever met—to accompany us, 
The gentloman was no less a personage than the Hon, James 
D. Reymortb, who for a long time sat in the House of Rep 
suntatives at Washington as a member from Wisconsin. Hon, 
Warren Chase, our dear and recently departed friend, was 
also present. Judge Reymort is still living in Los Angeles, 
Cal., and is ready to attest this statement. Anticipating 
writing this lotter for the coluinns of “The Banner,” I seat 
a letter to Mr. Reymert, requesting him to refer to the 
tablots of memory and call up, if possible, our mutual 
experience with Charles H. Foster. Judge Keymert imme 
daitely anawerol my letter, confirming my recollections ol 
our sitting with the medium. The Judge wrote some fiftes 
questions in various languages on bits of paper. Thes 
questions were written and folded while Mr. Foster was 
engaged in mending a kid glove. I watched him closely 
while the judge was writing the questions, and he (Foster) 
did not even look up from his work, and seemingly paid 
not the slightest attention to what the judge was about; 
the questions were placed upon the table, and, as the judge 
remarked, in a moment after he could not have distinctly 
recalled any particular question which he had written 
Placing each one of the little pellets of paper to his fore 
head, Foster answered them all with surprising rapidity. 

L will simply specify one, which will give an idea of correct 
replies to them all. Mr. Reymert had a brother, a seafaring 
man, who lost his life by being wrecked on the coast of 
Norway in 1842. The particulars of this sad incident were 
graphically described by tho wonderful medium, and signed 
most unmistakably in the own handwriting of Mr 
Reymert’s spiritual brother, All the other questions were 
also satisfactorily answered. It is only a fuw days ago that 
1 received an autograph letter from Judge Reymert, 
afirming in the strongest language tho above statement. 
One more remarkable example of Foster's occult powers, and 
L will close this already long lottor. 

A dear litte relative of mino named Benjamin Franklin 
Parsons, one of tho swectest, the most loving and gentle 
creatures l ever knew, was accidentally drowned in the 
harbour of Gloucester, Mass. Mr. Foster gave a most minute 


description of dear little “ Benuie's“ death, 


It happened in 
this 


wiso: The little fellow was out with his father ina 
small boat. A sudden squall of wind upset the frail bark, and 
futher and son woro thrown into the wator. Tho father was 
saved, but dear little“ Benuie’s” pure spirit passed to the 
spirit-life. All the particulars of the sad accident were as 
clearly and graphically described by the medium as if he 
had been present during the terrible scene, 

I havo received a letter a few days since from Professor 
James, of Harvard University, who is connected with the 
Society for Psychical Research, Ho writes me that he had 
some experience with Foster, which was, as a wholo, un- 
satisfactory, 1 um sure if Professor Jamos, or any other 
investigator, could have had my experience with Charles 
H. Foster, as well as that of mutual frionds who were 
present, he would not bo disposed to duny tho facts of 


positive yet unseen human intelligence, which, as Dr. 


f flowers a Marguerite was almost constantly pinned upon ' Johnson remarked, If no mortal can vomprehond or explain, 


eee 
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7A bo tho power of something more than a mortal.” It 
p to mo that thore is entirely too much projudice 


i 


f isting in the minds of so-called intelligent investigators, 
A that their verdict is too often a foregone conclusion ; 
h it also seems to me that the old French saying, “ Joni 
wit gui mal y pense” (Evil to him who evil thinks) is 
1 cially applicablo to tho majority of so- called sciontific 
jprestigators as to the phenomena of Modern Spiritualism. 

As Mr. Bartlett, in his intoresting book, remarks: 
„ile is short, and wo are passing away, and a man like 
foster should not have been allowed to dio so little 
understood, or his power been so lightly treated by scientific 
ma”; and Mr. Bartlett adds: “As thero is no one who has 
wer seen the century plant bloom the second time, so no 

aye has ever known but one Charles H. Foster.” “Foster 
ood apart from all men distinct and alone. It is true, to 
-ggrat extent, that humanity is alike, but I wish to convey 
the idea that while he was like others, he was peculiarly 
uulike all others. He was extravagantly dual. He was not 
oly Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde, but he represented half a 
doen Jekylls aud Hydes. He was strangely gifted; and, 
‘on the other hand, he was woefully eccentric. He had a 
bart so large indeed that it took in the world: Tears for 
ibe attlicted, money for the poor—the chords of his heart 
mere touched by every sigh. Like a child, he seemed to 
ue no forethought. He seemed to live for to-day, caring 
nothing kor the morrow. He would take no one’s advice, 
simply because he could not.” The last time I saw him he 
wis in the Danvers Asylum, where I gave a musical enter- 
tinment to some five or six hundred patients. He in con- 
versation with me seemed as rational as ever, but he was 
not, although he evidently enjoyed the music. He was in 
the asylum but a brief period, when he was taken out 
and cared for by Colby and Rich of “The Banner,” and other 
friends, at tho home of his aunt, until his final demise. 

Mr. Foster passed to the better land on December 15th, 
ISi aged fifty-two years two months and twenty days. 

255, West 45rd-street, J. Jay WATSON. 

New York City. 


SPIRIT IDENTITY. 


SELECTED Cases By “Epia.” 


I.—Dr. Kırro. 
On the same day on which the third message which pur- 
ported to come from Dr. Livingstone was written, and which 
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resembling it in any way, within six miles of Constantinople. 
Perhaps some of your readers can clear this up. 


Il.—Mary B. 


In the end of March last (I did not check the date) there 
was written on the top lines of one of the blank pages in 
the Notebook, “Mary B. will come on Tuesday night; a 
message will be given you.—(Signed) Menirom, a helper.” 

Now, this was the name of a young girl of sixteen who 
met her death by accident in January last under very sad 
and shocking circumstances. We did not know her person- 
ally, but three of her sistors attended the same school as 
that at which three members of my family were being edu- 
cated. Tuesday night brought a message purporting to be 
written by Mary B. I wish I could give it to her sorrowing 
parents, but that is impossible. It bears all the internal 
evidence of being genuine, and of having been written by a 
girl who had met her death under such tragic circumstances. 
I note the salient points :— 

1. Her explanation of the cause of her accident, due largely 
to her own impulsiveness and want of thought. 

2. Her perfect happiness in her new sphere. 

3. She states that she did not know us personally, but cor- 
rectly names our three girls who were at school with her. 

4. She expresses a wish that some of the nurses at —— 
Hospital were Spiritualists, that she could write them 
“a thousand thanks for their kindness to me.” 

N.B.—On inquiry I find she was immediately taken to this 
hospital from the scene of the accident, and remained 
there till death ensued a few hours later. 

5. She is in great sorrow for the grief her parents are suffer- 
ing for their untimely loss by her demise. 

6. The handwriting is just that of a school girl, and the 
composition such as 8 person of the age of sixteen 
would be likely to write. 

I have given this case just because it is a fair sample of a 
very large number in my possession where the internal 
evidence is to us most convincing, and yet nothing 
specially comes out to disclose identity. The signature 
appended is Mary M. B. We only knew her name as 
Mary, but on inquiry find the signature is correct. 

The only way in which I can account for this message is 
that Mr. G. D., a former music teacher in the ladies“ 
academy above referred to, has written us during the last two 
| years many messages clearly disclosing identity and has also 
| given us some pretty poems (whether earthly or spiritual I 


Ihave previously dealt with in the columns of “Licut,” , Cannot at present say), and my theory is that he has met 
another message was written in different caligraphy, stated this pupil of his former school on her arrival on the other 
tobe from Dr. Kitto. My daughter brought it me, asking, side and got her to write the message we have received. 

“Who was Dr. Kitto?” T, of course, had heard of the | I had intended to deal with the case of Sir Morell 


Biblical writer of that name, but that was the extent of | Mackenzie, which presents some interesting points, but will 


ny knowledge, as I had never read his biography. On 
eumining the message I found nothing io it to stamp 
“individuality,” as it chiefly contained a narrative of a 
conversation he had with an aged Turk on the shores of the 
Bosphorus, and one or two other sentences of little import. 
I however, note some points in the message: (1) That the 
writer was in Constantinople and spent some part of his 
tine there. (2) That he lived in a village called “Orta 
Klooi” (or Klori), on the Bosphorus, six miles from Con- 
stantinople. (3) That he was deaf when in earth-life. 

On looking up the biography of Dr. Kitto in my encyclo- 
pedia, I find it stated (1) that he had lost the sense of hearing 
atan early period of his life through a bad fall, and (2) that 
be had visited Constantinople during a protracted visit he 
paid to the East. 

I may add that the communicator who represented himself 
4s “Dr, Livingstone,” and who wrote his message after the 
one above mentioned, stated to the medium that it was Dr. 
Kitto who had written before him and that when in earth- 
life the doctor was noted for always carrying an umbrella 
shen he went out of doors. Singularly enough, the message 
bears a reference to a conversation he had on the shores of 
the Bosphorus with an aged Turk on the subject of umbrellas. 

All Lean say regarding this case is that the message 
seems unworthy of the well-known Biblical writer of a bye- 
gone era, and yet two facts in it have been verified, viz. 
(1) That Dr. Kitto was in Constantinople for a time; and 
(2) that he waa deaf. The name of the village on the 
Eosphorus is given as nearly as I can decipher it, but 
Iam unable to say if there is any place of that name, or 


defer any notice of it till my next article. 


BOOKS AND MAGAZINES RECEIVED. 


“ Unseen Universe.” No. 1V. By MRS. BRITTEN. 
„Natural Food.” (L. N. FOWLER: Ludgate-circus.) 
| „The Coming Day.“ By J. Pace Horrs. (Williams and 
Norgate, Henrietta-street, Covent Garden.) 
| e Proceedings of the Society for Psychical Research.” June, 1892. 
Price 28. 6d. [Entirely concerned with Mr. Hodgson’s report 
on the trance mediumship of Mrs. Piper.] 

Sbelley's Principles: Has Time Refuted or Confirmed Them?” 
By Henry S. Sart. (Reeves: 185, Fleet-street.) [An 
address delivered before the Shelley Society. Able from the 
writer’s point of view; but not within our scope. ] 

„The New Review.” (Longmans.) [Zhe article is an elaborate 
estimate of the character of Lord Salisbury: a very minute 
piece of psychological analysis, which is attributed, rightly 
or wrongly, to Mr. Greenwood. It is certainly the most con- 
spicuous article in the Jnly magazines, which are, on the 
whole, heavy and rather dreary reading. Other notable 
articles in The New Review” are The First Step, by 
Count Tolstoi, an eloquent plea for plain living and bigh 
thinking, a laudation of vegetarian diet as against the pre- 
valent 1 of modern life — Dr. Robson Roose on 
„Alcohol,“ in which he pleads for rigid abstemiousness in 
the use of a dangerous article of diet. Hecloses with a word 
of warning to rabid teetotallers that there is such a thing as 
intemperance of thought and word as well as intemperance 
in alcohol:—Mr. J. Addington Symonds on Culture, “not 
an end in itself“: — r. H. D. Traill on“ Literature” of the 
month, a model survey of a wide field. On the whole, this 
is the best number we have seen for some time past. ] 


Every human being sits in Judgment over himself: as he 
wills, so will he be 
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OFFICE OF “LIGHT,” to the “ New York Daily Graphic,” and it was the pe 
v. DUKE STREET, Fru. 


ADELPHI, W.C of them that drew Madame Blavatsky to Chitte 
— — — Here is a description of the lady as she first burn 
ue 


NOTICE TO SUBSCRIBERS. Olcott's astonished eyes :— 
The Annual Subscription for “ Light,” post-free to any address, is 109.104, 2 j RS g 
per annum. forwarded to our office in adrance The dinner hour at Eddy's was noon, and it was tro 


Cheques and Postal Oniers should be made payable to Mr. R. D. Godfrey, and the entrance door of the bare and comfortless dining-te, 


oun invariably be crossed * — & Oo 5 aa = 
All orders for rs an for advertisements, and all remittances, should be that Kappes* and 1. frat -saw H. P. B. : She had amy 
re- to The Manager” and nat to the Editor. shortly before noon with a French Canadian lady, and thes 
ADVERTISEMENT CHARGES. Were at table as we entered. My eye was first attracted by, 
Five tines and under, . One inch, 5s Column, &2 2s. Page, Ei. A | Scarlet Garibaldinu shirt the former wore, as being in ny. i 
reduction made tor a series of insertions. contrast with the dull colours around. Her hair was ye 11 
NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC. a thick blonde mop, worn shorter than the shoulders, g, W 
“ Ligur™ may als be obtained from E. W. ALLEN, 1. Ave Maria-lane, London, | it stood out from her head, silken-soft aud crinkled tog, 
and all Booksellers. ONTA roots, like the fleece of a Cotswold ewe. This and the n: fr 
=e shirt were what struck my attention before l took in t, a 
mane picture of her features. It was a massive Calmuck face, oz, 
Light 8 trasting in its suggestion of power, culture, and imperies 
= ness, as strangely with the commonplace visages about u. * 
EDITED BY W. STAINTON- MOS Es. room as her red garment did with the grey and white ti, 38 
R $ | of the walls and woodwork and the dull costumes of 2. 
[ “M.A. (OxoN.)"] rest of the guests. All sorts of cranky people were continu), a 
— i i addy iumistie ph, | 2 
SATURD- ra 592 coming and going at Eddy's to see the mediumis 5 z 
SATURDAY, JULY NA 1997: mena, and it only struck me on seeing this eccentric lsi, 3 
ro CONTRIBUTORS. —Communications intended to be pyinted that this was but one more of the sort. 3 
should be addressed to the Editor, 2, Duke-street, Adelphi. It Th: . Soy z ‘ 87. „ nacanaintanse tè 
will much facilitate the insertion of suitable articles if they This was in September, I: 74. The acquaintance a g 
are under tio columns in length. Long communications are Colonel Olcott took opportunity of making with . 2 
always in danger of being delayed, and are frequently ey 15 9 3 x ihiz inte urse, a 
declined on account of want of space, though in other respeets | cecentric lady soon ripe ned into familiar intercou Se. 2. 5 
good and desirable, Letters should be consined to the space | continued uninterrupted till death severed it. She rx, 1 
of halj a column to ensure insertion. | person respecting whom no idea of sex could ever be env. 
Business communications should in all cases be addressed to 2 4 k 1 Sh io : : * 
Ar. B. D. Godfrey, 2, Duke-strect, Adelphi, W.C., and not to tained by anyone who knew her. She was an amperse b 
the Editor. creature, who had seen much of the world, and had E 4 
| experience of the occult in many lands. It was not ax 
THE Eastern mystic, but rather as a refined Spiritualist à i 
EARLY STORY OF THE THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY. | talked.” She was very reticent, and it was not till 1 


after that Olcott discovered that she had come to Chite. 
A Charrxx oF History. den with a purpose. 

It is well to have a clear view of the conditions unis 
which the Chittenden seances were held, and of the efx: 
of the presence of this remarkable woman upon the ma: 
festations. Colonel Olcott thus describes these matters — 


No. I. 

Colonel Olcott is engaged in writing the early history 
of his acquaintance with Madame Blavatsky, which im- 
mediately preceded the formation of the Theosophical Th é William Eddr. the e ee ee 
TE 1 K Laa, ae Perales e seances o illiam Eddy, the chief med * 
Society. It is a work that needs doing. He will also give, family, were held every evening in a large upstairs hall. 2 
as only he now can, his reminiscences of the growth and | a wing of the house, over the dining-room and kitte 
vicissitudes of the Society of which he was the President- | He aud a brother, Horatio, were hard-working farmer 


i i i duties, and William, siv 
der oe ha Horatio attending to the outdoor š, 1 
Founder. Such a chapter of history cannot but contain | Visitors came pouring in upon them from all parts of ti 


matter of great interest to the readers of Licut,” and 1 United States, doing the cooking for the household. The 


propose to give them from time to time some account of | Were poor, ill-edueated, and prejudiced —sometimes surly w 
what is set forth, having d vard h əst tl their unbidden guests. At the further end of the sear 
orth, having due regard to the request that a | hall the deep chimney trom the kitchen below passe 


verbatim transcript may not be made, in view of the pos- | through to the roof. Between it and the north wall wss s 
sible collection of the papers in the form of a volume. | narrow closet of the same width as the depth of tè 
Duri the ti ‘hich Colonel 01 fave in “hi chimney, two feet seven inches, in which W illiam Edis 
ng the time which olone cott covers in Ms | would seat himself to wait for the phenomena. He had w 

early chapters (“ Theosophist,” March, May, and June, | seeming control over them, but merely sat and waited ix 


1892), I was in regular correspondence with Madame them to sporadically occur. A blanket being hung ans 
Blavatsky and himself, and 5 T R the doorway, the closet would be iu perfect darkness 
avatsky and himself, and have preserved many of the Shortly after William had entered the cabinet, the blauke: 


voluminous letters then addressed to me by them. So far | would be pulled aside and forth would step some figure of a 


as these are appropriate and can be published with- | dead man, woman, or child—an animate statue so to say- 
EROP P Pupe solid and substantial, but the next minute 


out infringing the privacy that belongs rightly to | resolved back into nothingness or invisibility. They wont 
letters not written for publication, I shall quote freely | occasionally dissolve away while in full view of the spectator 


5 A 5 Saas “ese ah bates 
from what will throw light from an independent 5 Up to the time of H. P. B. s appearance on the scene, Ue 
z P Soues figures which had shown themselves were either Red Indiara 


on what is published by Colonel Olcott. I tind in the | or Americaus, or Europeans akin to visitors, But on the int 
mass of letters before me many records of occult pheno- | evening of her stay spooks of other nationalities came beior 


mena which occurred in profusion during the years 1875 us. Thore was a Georgian servant boy from the Caucasus; 4 
a 1878 N S s Mussulman merchant from Tiflis; a Russian peasant gii 
to 1878 in the presence of Madame Blavatsky. My own | and others. Another evening there appeared a Koo 


doubts as to the existence of persons possessing the powers | cavalier armed with scimitar, pistols, and lance; a hideo 


claimed for them, the “Brothers,” as they were then ugly and devilish-looking negro sorcerer from Airica, vean 
lled p: a coronet composed of four horns of tho oryx with bells a 
called, were freely expressed, and much of the correspon- | their tips, attached to an embroidered, highly-coloured ile 


dence I received from Madame Blavatsky is occupied with | which was tied around his head; and a European gentiems 
attempts to remove my doubts. The letters will hardly be wearing the cross and collar of St. Anne, who was Tecognisss 
3 A As à i 8 by Madame Blavatsky as her uncle. The advent of sud 
intelligible to an outside reader, especially as I have no 


figures in the seance-room of those poor, almost illiterate 
copies of my own replies, but some quotations may be made Vermont farmers,who had neither the money to buy theatrics: 
as OCCASION serves. 


properties, the experience to employ such if they had hsi 
J A : them, nor the room where they could have availed of ther. 

Colonel Olcott commences his narrative with the was to every eye-witness a convincing proof that the appare 
meeting between himself and Madame Blavatsky at the tions were genuine. At the same time they show thats 


ar i : ; a 2 strange attraction to call out these images from whs 
Eddy farmhouse at Chittenden. Full details are given Asiatics call the Kama-loca attended Madame Blavatsk!: 


in his work, People from the Other World,” which will | It was long afterwards that I learnt that she had evoke 
be known to most readers of “ Licut.” The material of | them by her own developed and masterful power. 


the book was originally contributed in the form of letters | * The artist sent to illustrate Olcott's letters. 
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— 
she seems very early to have set to work to demolish in 


(jcott’s mind a belief that the Eddy phenomena were due 
o the intervention of the spirits of departed human beings. 
He as warmly defended it, knowing, it is important to 
note, nothing of che various Eastern theories which he has 
dne come to accept. He was a Spiritualist then, and 
Madame Blavatsky tempered the wind to the shorn lamb. 
she Was & Spiritualist too, though hinting other things. 
she had even that wisdom of the serpent which made her 
all things to all men if she might, perchance, win some. 
When she left Chittenden she and Olcott were good 
friends, looking forward to a renewal of pleasant inter- 
dure in New York. ' 

There, in November, 1874, Olcott called on her at her 
Jaigings, 16, Irving-place, and had various seances for 
wble-tipping, rapping, and so forth, “John King being 
the communicating intelligence. Olcott then accepted in 

æd faith his history of himself as ‘the earth-haunting 
sul of Sir Henry Morgan.” Now he is rude enough to 
call him a “humbugging elemental.” Whatever he was 
or was not, “the phenomena were real.” But John King 
was not. “He was first, John King an independent per- 
sonality, then John King messenger and servant—never 
the equal—of living adepts, and, tinally, an elemental pure 
and simple.” How are the mighty fallen! There may, 
however, be some pardonable hesitation in giving a perfect 
assent to these propositions. 

It is, however, historically important to note the 
following passage, containing Olcott's impressions and 
Madame Blavatsky’s own statement of her then position: 

It is useless to deny that, throughout the early part of 
het American residence, she called herself a Spiritualist and 
warmiy defended Spiritualism and its mediums from their 
sciolistic and other bitter traducers. Her letters and 
articles in various American and English journals contain 


many evidences of her occupying that position. Among 
other examples I will simply quote the following: 


“Asitis, I have only done my duty : tirst, towards Spiritual- 
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I went to the Holmeses and, helped by M. and his powcr, 
brought out the faces of John King and Katie King from 
the Astral Ligh’, produced the phenomena of materialisa- 
tion, aud allowed the Spiritualists at large to believe it was 
done through the mediumship of Mrs. Holmes. She was 
terribly frightened herseli, for she know that ts once the 
apparition was real. Did 1 do wrong: The world is not 
prepared yet to understand the philosophy of Occult 
Science; let them first assure themselves that there are 
beings in an invisible world, whether Spirits vf the dead 
or elementals; and that there are hidden powers in mau 
which are capab.e of making a ged of him on earth. 


I pass on, merely quoting, for the amusement of those 
who are interested in phenomena, a pretty pieve of psychical 
jugglery :— 

Among her callers was an Italian artist, a Signor B., 
formerly a Carbonaro. I was sitting alone with her iu her 
drawing-room wheu he made his tirst visit. They talked of 
Italian affairs and he suddenly pronounced the name of one 
of the greatest of the Adepts. She started as if she had 
received an electric shock; looked him straight in the eyes, 
and said (in Italian). What is it: I am ready.” Ge passed 
it off carelessly, but thenceforward the talk was ail about 
Magic, Magicians, and Adepts. It was a cold, snowy winter 
evening, but Signor B. went and opened one of the French 
windows, made some beckoning passes towards the outer 
air, and presently a pure white buttertly came into the room 
and went fying about near the ceiling. H.P.B. laughed in a 
cheerful way, and said, “That is pretty, but I can also do 
it!” She, too, opened the window, made similar beckoning 
passes, and presently a second white butterdy came Hatter- 
ing in. It mounted to the ceiliog, chased the other around 
the room, played with it now and then, with it dew to a 
corner, and, presto! both disappeared at once while we were 
looking at them. “What does that mean? I asked. 
“Only this, that Signor B. can make an elemental turn 
itself into a butterdy, and so can I. The fact that it 
happened on a biting cold night when no butterfly could 
possibly be dying about in the frost-laden air will be 
noticed by the Western reader as convincing proof that the 
insects were not real but illusionary ones. 


I can do no more than notice briefly Olcott's un- 
questioning statement of his continued intercourse with 
those whom he calls the Masters,” elsewhere the 
“ Brothers,” and yet again the Adepts. He tells us 


how, having been under “the African section of the 


(Letter of H.P. B. to the “ Spiritualist “of December] 3th, 1874.) 


ism, that I have defended as well as 1 could from the attacks | 
of imposture under the too transparent mask of science; then | 
towards two helpless, slandered mediums. . . . But lam 
obliged to confess that I really do not believe in having 
done any good—to Spiritualism itself. It is witha 
profound sadness in my heart that I acknowledge this fact, | 
tor { begin to think there is no help for it. For over fifteen | 
years have I fought my battle for the blessed truth; have 
travelled and preached it—though 1 never was born for a 
lecturer—from the snow-covered tops of the Caucasian 
Mountains, as well as from the sandy valleys of the Nile. I 
bave proved the truth of it practically and by persuasion. 
For the sake of Spiritualism I have left my home, an easy 
life amongst a civilised society, and have become a wanderer 
upon the face of the earth. 1 had already seen my hopes 
realised, beyond my most sanguine expectations, when my | 
talucky star brought me to America. Knowing tbis country 
te be the cradle of Modern Spiritualism, 1 came over here 
from France with feelings not unlike those ot a Moham- 
medan approaching the birth-place of his Prophet. &e., Ke. 


Occult Brotherhood,” later on he was “transferred to the 
Indian section and a different group of Masters,” when a 
certain wonderful thing of a psvcho-physiological nature 
happened to H. P. B., that I am not at liberty to speak 
about, and that nobody has up to the present suspected, 
although enjoying her intimacy and contidence, as they 
fancy.” There can be no duubt—as there never has been 
any in my mind—of Olcott's perfect conviction on this 
point. Some remarks of his on p. 332 of this March 
number of the “Theosophical” are conclusive, if there 
Were any previous room for doubt. 

I have left Madame Blavatsky in the early days of 
1875, when she had come to New York from her mission 
to make Oleott’s acquaintance at Chittenden. Olcott gives 
some facts in her history between 1873, when she was 
ordered at a day's notice to leave Paris for New York “an 
the interest of Spiritualism,” and states categorically that 
during this time “she had attended seances and consorted 
with mediums, but never came under publie notice.” Into 
this antecedent history I do not enter. My own acquaint- 
ance with Oleott was formed when his Eddy book was 
published. I wrote to my friend, Epes Sargent, offering to 
introduce it to English Spiritualists. He wrote to Olcott. 
who in turn addressed me on April lOth, 1878, from the 
Lotos Club, 2, Irving-place, New York. In the course of 
his letter he writes. 


The two “helpless mediums ” alluded to were the Holmeses, 
of whose moral quality I have always had the poorest opinion. 
Yet, in H.P. B.'s presence 1 H. S. O. witnessed, uuder my own 
test conditions, along with the late Hon, Robert Dale Owen 
aud General Lippitt, a series of most convincing and satis- 
factory mediumistic phenomena. 1 half suspected then that 
the power that produced them came from H. J. H., aud that 
if the Holmeses alone had been concerned 1 should either have 
sen tricks or nothing. Now in hunting over the old scrap- 
books I find in H.P.B.'s MSS. the following memorandum, 
which she evidently meant to be published after her death :— | 


“IMPORTANT NOTE.” 


“Yes, I am sorry to say that 1 Aad to identify myself, 
during that shameful exposure of the Holmes mediums, with 
the Spiritualists. I had to save the situation, for Z was sent 
fran Paris to America on purpose to prove the phenomena and 
thir reality, and show tae fallacy of the Spirttualtstic theory of 
rit.” But how could 1 do it best? 1 did not want 
people at large to know that 1 could produce the same things 
ar wil. I had received orders to the contrary, and yet I 
had to keep alive the reality, the genuineness and possibility 
of such phenomena, in the hearts of thosa who from 
Materialists had turned Spiritualists, but now, owing to the 
ezposure of several mediums, fell back again, returned to 
eit scepticism. This is why, selecting a few of the faithful, 


l would be glad to kuow that enlightened investigators 
like yourself were giving attention to the writers who are 
alone, in my opinion, able to account for these Spiritualistie 
phenomena. Whatever we see of marvels in our day sre 
merely duplicates of what happened geuerations ago: and, 
unless a multitudes of persous combined in successive epochs 
to cheat mankind, there is no apparent reason why we may 
not have such manifestations as we choose, when we like, 
where wo lke, and gather about us at will good spirits or 
bad. 1 believe that the Universe was made for msn, that 
man partakes of Divine powers and attributes, and that it is 
within his reach to exercise those powers over the spiritual 
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aa eur the malarini worltl IE hia eters ia ease Ho 
inap, hy the balp et evil apirits, injuro enit tte tho 
erung ho may efewate and bies ee mpd hin ee 
men id not kuow thia whit miy bouk wia hnit writan, 
but I buo àt now, for 1 have reer tty barn larni 
abundant proof throngh a hely whom ee in my bunk 
Malamo da Niarataky 
I rallo my wurk ' Vecple Preni the thear el,“ 
Ne, ehe te hr joat the idem that the moonlled 
epirite mee nothing morn ar Iben than pouople pur he tika 
e, poople juat na thoy waro before thoy punasel boyinit 
uur view | destin it tee Wallnon wold eee bonnan I 
felt that 1 uwot that mush be thei the 
„eee of honesty they havo seb na all 
It iu m ete ices TARE teh, ba teuth five i 
papra ol leseriptiona nt poreiel anoenntera with materialised 
#pirite, eee with many whetehod portraits Dror litu 
|] X 6 


In the ee uf a en wt bette r, „ Muay , U 
Hirel wna eee that alier e t thiab tinme; 
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The rule at law, " ne in uno, Ae,” ment emphationtly 
lows nef “re t olinma, for 1 think thorn aro tnw whe 
tdo not glmlly give gemino manifoskatiuna when Chey onn 
When T hrat went to Chittopdon , thought bha He wers 
impostora, but juat at that pint, whew the friend whe 
nooo partion tan laft in diaguet, J dutormined to bogin my 
tavestigation | mnel, that t nut elo the poeple h, 
na they worl their elementary spirita rofunal me Pacilitios for 
bluso contact, | stayed at my pert, in the mest clisayrosntile 
surretindioga teem man of my babita, for Ihrer mentha, until 
my notehoun was crammed with fasta auffiniont bo take tp 
iny unao l proved the Kadya’ nest in thoit own 
eite, anl now thoy regard me with uninonunly feelings, 
when you wonll any that they nt to consider me their 
benefactor William Eddy 1 consictor a yond, pure mnn, ameh 
hia materialiaations T beleve bu bo younine  Meratiu is 
niso s gront melinin, bob ho is one of those whom I Ae 
watch eoneatantl Home things that oucur in his presses 
are brnly marvellous, and ons of hia spirite, “ Mayliewer,” ia 
a most attractive mid interesting chill Hor musical pot- 
formances nro t bonntitul 

l inewrsly hope you are able to visit me in the spirit 
bow Uhat I havs laid a cable of my Odie force morea the 
water, Foam neineclion myself, bub f have ronson ber believe 
that my aparit ecmmetinoen dons m little travelling on its own 
account, at. night when my borly ia asleep, Come to me if 
you can, and let ns take eminsel together. 

‘The time has come, in rmy opinion, for us londera in this 
taovement tn gn hint ter the only tnd trun eonrces af krew- 
lodge about these spiritual phenomena Just see how they 
have boon ocourring for twenty-seven yours nod nobody 
tenohing the people how they ecur, how to control thoir 
oeourrenon, haw to ‘try the apirite if they be rd Out!” irot 
not stranye tliat, with nirai alepa Of anciont books within 
ea uf cur spiritual nehola, whith teach us everything we 
teste to know, bo volume hae been consulta, bub ws have 
been taking the crude speculation of shanentary epirita, the 
turgid vatinipations of ignorant melins, and actuat y 
swallowing the lies of living spirite, who, with a brave show 

Of wore that fill cur sions an the Kast wind might the 
belly of the foal, have inde us do their bidding ari assist 
in thelr pranka? Furo to Kindd, and Apollonius, te 
Kliphas Lavi, and a hundred other such authorities, and you 
will Bal every single phase of “Moers Byirittualism ” 
anticipated anl explained, Omo phenimenon, the nm 
lanootus Ciaeppenranon of rpintewrting from a paper, Í 
thought , but oon turning beck I found that when 
Apollonin wee cited before Nero upon n oharge of plile 
ophing in the streets, and hin sooner waa asked to hand 
the Ut. the indictenent, jo! the writing bad vanished, 
anil the parchment wae na clean ae if it had navet best 
rilo with joke! Cope} the authers quel in my book, 
and you will fined your every question anuaewerel, your every 
Goubt rupiy o) For „ imat interesting compilation of 
K insta F ròfor you to tho worka of Ton Moussenns, 
whe, although n Liinid Catholic and an taplicit believer in 
Ina haa eollatul a beat of valuable facta, that your 
muro onlightane! and emancipated mind will value an they 


deserve, You will ales find advantage in resting ap works 
upon the Oriental seola mul priestly orders; and wore drta- 
resting partionlars aro in Leno's “Madera Lyane, from 
which 1 qute in my work 


Like yourrelf, I mako no pretensions whatevor to e 
training Uf 1 did, I shouid not namumo so ne and 
dofersntial a tona to the Aomismisinna na I have, to the din 
natiafastion of Wallace, who writes to oeneney ine for undor 
valuing the remnite of my labours, whieh he is ydonnel to 
ru ,ep ev ve and valuaile 

In net it time for ua te wimib that bo the anocersive do- 
teu t of 5 collections by Disolotian, Cinar, anet 
leur ν, selon tomy hava wuntwinedtl n hema su gignnbio that 
it han retained wll these anbmeqnent tenbartons w yst our 
ente sti ae far wlong na t Tαννννj,:/pt. vary uf thio mont 
clomuntary facta ui naturo, whean seurata tho miuintnta had 
aste © Oh! the prewumptucus aui of our modern 
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manercimbicnim nni mesaelernion, bs whieh we 
tn plocura pry woh tribute of Werne U „a inna 
thin Tete, tite mite hoka in mieh a ngirit 
„ent n H baw, ce e ν,,ẽjĩmù a new laet, f N * 


no hesitation in onuneiating it They have are ‘eo 
lor n quarter of a nnntury, now int your nnil rie e ortig by * 
u knrn bha tahiona eni ,n, a tash Now, W 


ponpek foe Tenth ab all moata " 
My theory of materiniinwticas in yet teti conde ty 
coonmunienbing. ity bab 217 ene lein 
aie bhing in muth ik indicntaa bhu meaty 
A new baron, nobing Upon m new (tss usy fen ih tee 
unter the tutte of Wih Maver My eee A th 
ee potency of thin batter in A, Naily H 
think, fre what Tittle „ tient ot ẽ,¼ tore ,j 
that you aro nt oxdollont example rA what iha wtwtian tee, 
Hoy nnd, Eb were you, Vows e the Memmi ania 
authors noel woo what they wag of bb anA hew it may 
adenitugerrimly wpp lio’ 1 huye mewe it taton νꝗ hyat, 
in the produotion of tit lighta, hunda, ipa 1 we 
full furen, Ie, tonn ter erste intu detain, boy 
have chatted with you Anett att bone, bub I gions ym, 
viiingan A what I monn in whet I any of ) Pherae, 
ip l'art 11. H 5, Ons tay 


One mine extent freon m letter dated feat the ty, 
Chobe, Jurn Snel, I,, in aokenewwlelenunnt H INY Powy 
ef his bok, mnst ehee rmy present inata Eis. 
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I havu just finished n e], roading of pr thrin 
roving of my book, in the say of © Nomen Nabiri’ wisi 
you were kinel enough to voted me, aid I foal ma if f oreo, 
nob te, noni your anawer te my lust better before in fey 
hearty aoknewlelyments, 

Mr f anid ones thet if man obtained thie ef 
uf about n dozen mon br his work he nee ned nen Wis «i; 
the others might way, mol bo ar nes miih OF his option te 
J nohesitatingly declare that, ninss Mr. Wallace nrl yea 
and n fow others think that Í have rrinte the recat tA seys 
opportunities as were afforded me in the teatter A Da 
trateriniiaationn, Y amn ,denn tay any (Aher merit 
thint ning be matte open miy Inteira. 

% you cannot imaging the extent of my curt . 
tion with what E , E, of how vastly mis Imi. 
have done bat fer the obstacles placed in my way jhe 
seratiny of four or five hundred spirits, rich na it we m 
results, only te my appetite for mors atadg nnl surya. 
monte, woth Tahalli net rest esntentel until 1 have gone 
further towards the bereter in toy deepen senintings m 
thin monn Of Bagehologys I have been an obeerver of 
Bpiritushetio phenomonn tor twenty-five years, atl have tron 
writing all that tine to find the I whieh ater 
antisfactorily iuriuut for them. It is this which makes ma, 
after failing in avery other direetion, tata with ae umeb 
intercet and hope towards the ancient taastata of Uunh 
Sone. T have cdisesvered onengh niroady t take na 
protty bonfident that ii the key ta the irap dasa wet ha 
within thoir writings it cannot te found at all; and na fs 
acent grows atronger, tha interest is constantly un tie iteras 

A very lone spirit Friend antl correspondent (ae 
writes to mo without the intervention of sny median, ate 
writes his letters on porchment) recently pave ine tbe titles of 
threo books he wishetl mo to rend. They are: J. En. 
Klambuyanta,” par le Faron Teeheraly , “Magia Adames’ 
by " Eugenius Vhilaiothas ”; and “Fha Koy to the (n . 
Things Aimee the Boyinning of the Worl.” The first teni 
have found and roned; the third ia not attainable The 
former contein the essence of the Hermetic N. and 
I etromyly recommend them ta your favour. Betting arida 
the questions of the ligir of Late and the Universe 
Alkshest, what those authors say of the D t 
creation the birth of spirit and mattor, the feanunlation 4 
the lattor by ths former, anil the pesaililitios within Ue 
reach of tants aonl—afford ine more satisfaction aad osato 
than anything 1 have mot with oleswhore. You speak m 
your review of my “apiritual insight, and I can seata yr 
that the intuitions which have been awskened in me by wy 
studis of the past your enable ime to ree, tin the 
printed payor of thess philosophers of two centuries ayo, t 
dawning day of that spiritua) light for which T have so ws 
and so vainly sought. For the first time in my lite the pisa 
of Creation seoms to unfold itself before my inner sight, a 
I hugin te, yet glitnpses—and I fancy that finite man om 
never feb more than U — of the ene yiory ni the 
Infinite Gad—of the method by which the furves of th 
L niverso aro tatanced and Cirectedd, 11. 4, Oren. 


Cowen, Hirte Orio Diary Leaves.” In view of th 
task which he has set himaelf Colonel Olouth desires & 
borrow nny letters of doonments that mny nazist him. Al 
pewepaper cuttings antl records of phiminimsna or letters 
abont then written during the yoara 1875 w 7 wijl ™ 
waloune, Creat care will A taken of them, At thay # 
be pmuotnaliy roturnad, cost of transmission being paii’ 
tlesirod, IHF, by eye-witneraca of ocenit “Nen 
shown by MAD Blavatsky are desired. 
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THE “NEW GOSPEL OF INTERPRETATION.” * 


This is u book of sovonty-six pagos, containing an abstract 
af tho doctrine and a statoment of the objeuts of tho lenotorio 
Chistian Union, This society, of whieh Mr. award Mait- 
land iv the President Founder, is the “outcome of tho dosire 
of numerous dovotod students nt once of spiritual religion 
aul spiritual science —adwellors in various lands, inheritors of 
wta Conguos, and mombors of various communions—to 
wader universally known and accessible that whioh thoy 
themaelvos have recognised as boing beyond all quostion tho 
ven xespol of interpretation, ao long aud so vositively 

ised, and so sorely nvedod.” „No now gospel,” wo aro 
bold. “is that which it is thus sought to promulgate.” Rut 
ats purposo being to restore and unfold tho lasotorie, or 
interior sense of tho Biblo and Christianity, in substitution 
for tho ecclesiastical and litoral sonso hithorto in vogue, it is 
rightly called a gospol only of intorprotation, 

Such a gospel of interpretation, which it finds in tho 
—sPerfeot Way,“ »Clothod with tho Sun,” and other products 

oi the collaboration of its Prosident with tho lato Dr. Auna 
Kingsford, the Esoteric Christian Union regards as the erowu— 
wg outeome of the groat spiritual outpouring of tho lust half 
entury, being obtained by means of tho faculty which has 
always boon recognised as that of divine revelation, namely, 
the intuition exercisod under control of the Church invisible 
and celestial. And one of tho cardinal points of tho teaching 
af this society is this recognition of that faculty of the mind 
whoreby, after going forth as intollect inte the outer and lower 
world of matter and phonomenon, man returns inwards to spirit 
and reality, and becomes thus intuitionally cognisant of the 
peceptions and recollections of his permanent and divine 
part, the soul. The two modes, intolloot and intuition, aro 
thus as centrifugal and coutripetal to oach other, and thoir 
cooperation and equilibrium are as indispensable to the 
mental system as those of the centrifugal and centripetal 
modes of force to the solar system. Reprosenting the mind's 
prjective aud foreo mode the intellect is of masculine 
potency; representing its attractive and love modo the 
intuition is of feminine potency. Thoy are the mystic “man ” 
and “woman of the Bible, and when fully unfoldod and 
equilibrated are referred to by St. Paul in the expression : 
“The man is not without the woman, nor the woman without 
the man in the Lord,” or Man Perfect. This is a doctrine 
which, although found in many parts of the Bible, has beon 
overlooked and even denied by orthodox exponents ot 
niigious truth, and its value as a re-discovery cannot be 
to highly estimated. For by virtue of his possession of a 
mind thus dually constituted man has, and is, an organon 
di understanding, competent for the comprehension of all 


umd. Hence tho appeal all through the Biblo to the | 


understanding“; the loss of it, which occurs through the 
corruption of the intuition, being the true moaning of tho 
“Fall.” For tho Edenic state donotes man porfect through 
tho equilibrium of tho mind’s two modes, which stato is lost 
ty the fall of tho woman, or corruption of the intuition, the 
feminine principle of tho mind. Consequent upon this fall is 
the loss of the understanding and the inability of man to 
tecogniss und to realise his divine potontialitios. Those 
potentialities it is the mission of the Christ to domonstrate 
to men, the Christ, as representative aud product of the full 
intuition, being called the “son of the woman.“ Tho Biblo 
throughout foretells the timo whon, by the restoration of tho 
“woman,” intuition, man shall recover his lost faculty of 
understanding, and shall triumph over the serpent of sense 
aud his brood. Tho intrusion of these and their matorialis- 
ing induence into tho Church is the abomination of dosoln— 
tion, the recognition of which denotes and accomplishes the 
time of the end. “Whon yo shall soo, thon is the end near,” 
the end being that of matoriality in the interprotation of 
things spiritual, duo to the restoration of the power rightly 
w understand them. Such event the new interpretation 
regards as now in process, and us constituting that sovond 
coming of Christ which was to bo in the “clouds of heaven,” 
—tamely, man's restored understanding, Thus will bo accom- 
plished tho now birth or regeneration of tho Church, to the 
complete overthrow of occlosiasticiam, which is identitivd as 
the Apocalyptic “boast which risos out of the sea,” and aftor 
receiving a deadly wound through tho werk of Christ, whom 
‘it had slain, recovers to utter groat blasphomios and work 
gteat horrors on tho varth. 


* Lumley and Co., 1 and 3, Exhibition-road, S.W. Prleo, 18. nott, 


— — — . ę—. — — — —$—  — — 


A groat light is here thrown upon tho age, and a ronson 
shown for its materialism, its possimism, its nogation of all 
things divine, Tho spirit of occlosinsticism, or falso dogmit- 
tism has boon too long ruler of the worid, and wo aro shown 
in this lucid, though doop, interpretative statomont how 
torribly tho intuition has boon corruptod, the intellect sup- 
pressed, and authority oxalted by ocelosiasticism, To it wo 
are indebted for tho substitution of vicarious sacrifice, as n 
moans of salvation, for regeneration ; for the exaltation of a 
blood-loving doity to the place of the God of Morey and Lovo; 
for tho systomatic persecution and slaughter of those who, 
following tho intuition, professed the pure doctrine of Christ, 
But oqually clear with the denunciation of occlesiasticism 
is tho promiso of its ultimato fall, and tho description of the 
moans by which thia shall bo accomplishod. For the Apocalypse, 
Which is now made intelligible, so far as wo aru aware, for 
tho first time, and shown to bo tho prospective history of tho 
Church, deneunces — occlosinsticism as tho woman who, 
arrayod in seurlot and purple, holds impure intercourse with 
tho “ kings of the oarth "—man’s lower motivos— woars on 
her forehead tho inscription, “Myastory, Babylon the Great, 
and Mother of Abominations,” and is finaily overthrown and 
destroyed ; while the “woman,” “intuition,” who represents 
tho pure soul, is exalted and clothed with the sun and 
carried to the throne of God, and hor sons, tho sons of 
intuition, make war with tho dragon of tho pit and its 
cronturo, ecclosiasticism, and get the victory over them. 

So that, to quoto the “now gospel,” “intuition, pure and 
a virgin, is to become mother and rodomptross of her fallen 
sons, whom she bore under bondage to her husband, the 
intellectual forge.” Thus will the Church bo regenerated, and 
“A regonorased Church moans a regenerated world.” All 
those positions aro supported by numerous citations from 
Scripture, many of them being passages which have battled 
the commontators, Anti-Christ and the blasphemy against 
the Holy Ghost are oxplained as consisting in tho donial 
vither dirvetly or by inference of the divinity of the sub- 
stance of existonce, and thoroin of that feminine principle in 
Doity, in virtuo of which God is both Father and Mother; 
and creation and redemption, which aro by generation and 
regeneration, occur, and intuition is possible and man has 
divino potentialities,  Keclosiasticism is explained as the 
“beast which risus up out of tho soa” of the lower astral, or 


dopravod spiritual consciousnesss, the Apocalyptic sea being 


always tho astral, which the soul must surmount to attain 
the colestial, where there is for her “no more sen“ of 


| troubles. And tho “boast which comes up out of the earth ” 
and alhos itsoif with tho other beast is the occult intluence 


of the infernal, which sustains ecclosiasticism by tho power 
of its sorcorios. Tho Bible reiterates the charge of sorcery 
against occlosiasticism, and declares that “that wicked one,” 
the “man of sin and “mystery of iniquity,” “who letteth 
and will lot until ho bo taken out of the way,” and “sitteth 
in tho temple of God as if he were God," namely, the 
diabolical intluenco bohind ecolesiasticism—shall bo revealed 
and dostroyod by means of a now gospol of interpretation, 
oxplaining tho Christ, duo to tho restoration of the intuition. 
It is tho divinity of substance, of which the soul is tho 
individuation, that is implied in the Church's crowning 
dogma now awaiting promulgation, the “assumption of tho 
Blossod Virgin "—a dogma misunderstood by tho masses 
because matorialisod by the privsthoods. Tho knowlodge 
that man is by virtue of his constituent principles entitled 
to divinity will bo tho moans of the world's regeneration. 
Concerning tho doctrine of the divine incarnation it is said, 
“As God is puro spirit so is pure spirit God, and they are 
nono tho loss so because individuated in a human soul, or 
because whon thus individuatod such soul is invested wit a 
human body.“ “No personage unique, abnormal, unthink- 
ablo, of hybrid constitution and disorderly gonoration, thon, 
is the Christ of tho Bible, of God, of Nature, and of the 
Gnosis, such as is that of occlosiasticism, Counterpart in 
man of tho Logos in the Godhond, he is the perfect reason of 
God in manifestation; the fuldlment, not the subversion, of 
the divino-natural order; tho roalisation, aliko for tho 
individual and for the univorsal of the divine potentialities 
proper and common to all by the indefoasible law of heredity. 
And in Him,as thus dotinod, ia rostered to man the “Saviour” 
of whioh his priests havo defrauded him. 

Tho spiritual outpouring of whieh tho now gospol of intor- 
protation is claimed as tho crowning product is declared to 
bo tho fulliment of numerous prophevivs, all pointing to 
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preeisoly such an ovont at precisely this time anid undor tig 
precise conditions now existing of the world and the Church, 
Signs manifold indicate as imminont tho dissolution of tho 
oxisting order and tho words of Christ resound with now 
hope in our awakened eara, “ Bohold 1 mako all things new. 
Such is the ond to tho accomplishinent of which the 
Keoterie Christian l nion is dedicated, in accordance with 
tho mottoes ou tho title-page of its statomont, “Not to 
destroy, but to construct, or rather, to dostroy by construc- 
ton; to conquer orror by tho full prosontment of truth 
(S. Dionysius tho Arecpagito), and “Wo mean you to lay 
baro tho secrets of the world's sacrificial system " du charge 
to the recipients of the now gospel of interprotation ). 
Although the Esoteric Christian Union stands pledged 
against the spirit of vcclomasticiam, it must be borne in 
mind that ecedesastics thomselves aro not necessarily implied 
in the indictment, But to quote the words of the statement, 
“Thero is uo class to which this society appeals with deeper 
sympathy, or with keenor anticipation of joy and thankful- 
ness on their part, for being the means of bringing before 
them tho teaching which it represents; since it enables 
them, while retaining all (hat they prize as really valuable, 
to cast off all that has hitherto been but an outrage to the 
ruason aod an offence to the conscience, and a burden, 
thorefore, grievous to be borno. For from all this the truth, 
as at length unverlod and disclosed, will set them wholly 
free, demonstrating the Christ to bo in very deed, and ina 
sense far transcending any hitherto imagined, that which His 
name of Jesus implies, the Liberator.” 

This notice 18 restricted to an abstract of the contents of 
this publication, leaving it to readers to form their own judg- 
ment. The society proposes to work through the post and 
the press, and by means of oral expositions, private and 
public, and to include all Christendom in its scopo, Aud such 
further information as may be desired may be obtained of its 
hon. secretary, Miss Ethel Forsyth, 37, Chelsea-gardens, S. W. 

Dororuy LEIGHTON., 


* THE UNSEEN UNIVERSE.” 


Tho fourth number of Mrs. Hardinge Britten's new 
venture contains a further instalment ef the second volume 
of “Ghostland,” illustrated by a reduced skotch of a spirit- 
drawing mentioned in the narrative. Unfortunately tho 
impression is indistinct, and it is diflicult to follow the 
minutie of the elaborate composition. 
au article on Psychometry, a chapter of “Historical 
Spiritualism,” and a continuation of a serial story. Tho 
magazine wants considerable stiffening if it is to stand the 
racket of the future. 


THE ASTRAL BODY: A SPECULATION. 


The 
coherent. 
column whereon the being sustains itself with the brain at 
the top, so the astral body has its spine and brain. It is 
material, for it is made of matter, however finely divided, 
and is not of the nature of the spirit. 

After the maturity of the child before birth this form is 
fixed, coherent, and lasting, undergoing but small alteration 
from that day until death. And so also as to its brain; that 
remains unchanged until the body is given up, and does not, 
like the outer brain, give up cells to be replaced by others 
from hour to hour. These inner parts are thus more por- 
manent than the outer correspondents to them. Our material 
organs, bones, and tissucs aro undergoing change each 
instant. This is not the case with the inner form. It lasts 
only from life to life, being constructed at tho time of Re- 
incarnation to last for a whole period of existence, For it is 
the model fixed by the present evolutionary proportions for 
the outer body, It is the collector, as it were, of the visible 
atoms which make us as we outwardly appear, So at birth 
it is potentially of a certain sizo, and when that limit is 
reached it stops the further extension of the body. At the 
same tiine the outer body is kept in shupe by the inner one 
until the period of decay, And this decay, followed by 
death, is not due to bodily disintegration per se, but to the 
fact that tho term of the astral body is reached when it is 
no longor able to hold the outer frame intact. Its power 
to resist the impact and war of the material molecules being 
exhausted, the sleep of death supervenes.—W, Q. Juvce. 


structure of the inner astral man is definite and 
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Just as the outer body has a spine which is the | 
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RECORDS OF PRIVATE SEANCES FROM NOTES Taken 
AT THE TIME OF EACH SITTING. 


No. XX. 
From tin Recorps or Mus. 8. 


May 23rd. This evening Mrs, Do Morgan and Mr. an 
Miss Vorcival joined the circle. We sat in subdued ligh, 
Rector manifested freely, shaking tho toor, table, and oy 
chairs, walking round the circle with a stately tread, anj 
shaking oach chair in turn. Raps came on the table, and w, 
were told to darken the room. A. came, making many musica 
sounds round Mr. S. M. Columns of vool scented ay 
passed round = the room several times, stopping by eas 
member of the circle, and wafting the purfuined air on then, 
Aftor a time we were told the power was weakened o 
account of one of tho sitters being unwell (Dr. S. had suffers 
all day from pain in the head), They requested he would leav 
the circle. After he had left scented air was blown over w 
again, and wo were then told to change the room, On retune 
ing after a fow minutes’ absence raps were heard round Mr, 
S. M. He became partly entrauced and clairvoyant, described 
the room as full of bright spirits, and tho little Catherina 
standing, by her brothor (Dr. S.) who had rejoined the circ, 

| Thu medium called her to come te him, which she cid, rappitg 
l on the table between him and myself. Nr. S. NI. then deserted 
two femalo spirits standing behind Mr. Porcival’s chair 
Imperator thon controlled, speaking in a very low voice. H, 
said he found difliculty in controlling to-night, but he wa 
very pleased to meet the circle again; he had been abser 
| organising a plan of action against large bands 
| undeveloped spirits, who had banded themselves together, 
simulating true manitestations, aud bringing discredit upon 
tho signs and wonders God was allowing to attend thi 
revelation of truth, They greatly injured the cause throws 
their false and trivial information, and caused people to sy 
and think that spiritual manifestations came from the powers 
of evil. He also said that our wars had let loose in the 
spheres many bloodthirsty spirits, full of the worst passions, 
who had joined powerful spirits of ovil, and they connectei 
themselves together to fight against and retard all light, 
truth, and goodness. Mrs. De Morgan then asked whether x 
was right to pray to Jesus Christ. “It is quite right to pray 
to Him, unless you can realise God the Father, the Eternal 
Spirit dwelling in unsullied light. If you can do this thet 
pray direct to Him, but if unable to grasp this idea of Go’, 
then pray to any intermediary agency you can realise, and 
your prayors will ascend to the Groat Father through such 
ayoncy. Pray for us in our work, Pray, pray, pray.” "Cat 
our prayeis help groat spirits like you?” „Vos, they eu 
i help to comfort, and strengthen us in our work, by assuring 
us of your sympathy, and helping us to understand your 
natures,” Imperator then concluded with the following bles- 
ling: “May the Almighty Father bless and keep you, granting 
you all you may need now and evermore.” 
i May 25th. Musical sounds came clear and _ beautiful 
| quantities of liquid scent were thrown over each member oi 
the circle. Columns of light passed round the table, aud 
| globe-shapod lights floated about the room. 
| 26th. This evening the manifestations woro similar w 
the preceding one. Scent, musical sounds, also the table was 
lifted and a materialised hand touched me, and passed over 
my face. 

June 5. This evening our circle met after a break of te 
days. Tho raps at first woro quiet, but became much louder, 
| as tho power increased. Tablo moved about, tilted from side 
| to side, and rose from the floor, without contact of out 
| hands. A. manifested on his lyre in an extraordinary manner 
| and answered questions by striking a note threo times for 
yes and once for no. He told us aflinity to Me. S. M. had 
first attracted him to the circle, and the musical influence oi 
| the house had kept him to us, as he loved music when œ 
| earth, and the tasto still continued, Tho music of tw 
spheres was far mora lovely than our evarth-music. Tho root 
was filled with spirit-light, and Mr. S. M. was touched 
| several times, and partly controlled. Hoe saw Mente 
| distinctly, and described him. Mr. S. M. rose from bi 
chair and moved towards him, Montor thon approached the 
| table and touched me on my hoad. Imperator spoke faintly 
He said the atinosphore was so against them ho was surprise! 
the spirits had been able to do as much as thoy had done fl 
us, us everything was against them, except the composition’! 
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Í circle. He then mentioned changes in the band that 
been made, also that a very progressive spirit had 
* it, whom wo know by tho name of Montor; ho was 
Wing to tho right of Mr. S. M. now, In oarth-lifo bo 
om Arabian philosopher, and sinco ho had loft tho body 
had made spiritual subjects his study; tho information 
* manifestations he could give and produco would be most 
aens tMg. Dr. S. remarked that our former beliefs did not 
we with Imperntor's teaching. He spoke long in answer- 
4 and said that the teaching we received from tho spirits 
yore not bound to receive, unless our reason approved, 
at rom the intimate knowledge spirits had of those they 
unde. no instruction was given unless tho minds were 


july to receive it. Even in tho spheres they did not know 
a greed was the bost fora man ta hold. Honesty of 
resse was the chief and most important requisite for man’s 
| gress. “You havo in the band surrounding you spirits who 
selonged to your Church in its purest form, in the primitive 
| oes Thon again, you have spirits who lived just before 
ar Reformation, also spirits of ancient philosophers, 
ants angels of light all around you, offering up solemn 
wnbip to the great God through you. Whenever you 
amble yourselves together in your great congregations, 
-gels of light “ are around you, wafting your prayers to 
ye great Father, so when ye assemble as now, two or three 
wither, to put yourselves into communion with us, ye also 
| oasolemn act of worship. It is the angel ministry, and 
auh that alone ye can hold communion with the great 
futher. Spiritualism, as ye call it, has always been, and will 
stas long as God (who is a Spirit) remains, and feels a 
| vug tender interest in the great family on earth. Angels 
J ight are surrounding you, if you could but see them, 
ofering up their prayers to the Almighty Father, and others 
«un outside of them, mingling their prayers also. We are 
dal to have been able to speak to you to-night, to tell you 
changes in the band. We did wish to show you spirit- 
Tuts, but the atmosphere prevents; we will do so at another 
dee. possibly the medium will have to be isolated for this 
muulfestation. D. has progressed, and left you. John Dee 
s hee standing by. I cannot speak longer. May the 
Amighty Father bless you.” At this moment John Dee 
ame down upon the table with so tremendous a blow that it 
aught to have been shattered. Mr. S. M. then awoke, 
orant of everything that had occurred during the seance. 
Nather did he like hearing of anything that passed at our 
aætings until the next day. 
We met June 7th and 8th. The usual manifestations 
weed. Many musical sounds were made, liquid scent 
homered on us, as if falling from above. Many beautiful 
mintlights floated about the circle and room, and an orna- 
zent was brought from the drawing-room while all hands 
were held, 


8 


“ THE COMING DAY.” 


Mr. Page Hupps prints his Croydon sermon on the text, 
“Siow us the Father and it sufticeth us“ —a very good and 
gestive discourse. An article on “Ancient and Modern 
Ideas of Miracle” is suggestive. The ancient Eastern mind 
ms approached through the imagination. The modern 
sentide mind is of a wholly different order, albeit there is, 
wording to Mr. Tyndall, a “scientific use of the imagina- 
ton” There is much freshness and vigour in all that Mr. 
Happs puts forth. 


Yor must dismiss from your mind the thought that your 
eee were given to increase your powers of seeing, or your 
am to extend your hearing powers. They are given to 
‘anit those powers; to prevent your being overwhelmed with 
te multiplicity of sights and sounds, from being distracted 
ath the workings of the Universe, and from being stunned 
ud crushed with the din and turmoil of myriads of other 
treated beings. These restrict your attention to that which 
is around you, and which concerns yourself. We should be 
aeful, therefore, how we try to escape from the limits 
terciiully drawn around us.-—ScHEFFER. 

A Nope Purrose.—I do not know much; but what I do 
kow that is worth knowing, I am determined that the world 
tall know, This should be the aim of all enlightened men. 
To gather and retain without scattering is a sin, not only 

inst Gol, but against humanity. The truths I have so 
i my heart, I want them to be graven on the hearts of my 
kllow-countrymen. Give me to know this—give me to know 

| en less than this—that I have been instrumental in guiding 
% poor soul across lifo’s tempestuous sea, and I ask for no 
Iswription on marble tablet, for no honoured sepulchro, and 
ot no stone to toll where I may lie.—H. Hart. 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR. 


[The Editor is not responsible for opinions expressed by correspondents, 
and sometimes publishes what he does, not agree with for the purpose 
of presenting views that may elicit discusston, | 


Photographic Experiments. 

Sin, — Your correspondent “G. W., NM. D.,“ suggests some 
very intoresting psychological oxporimonts which might be 
made with photography. 

But it sooms to mo that the methods ho would adopt are 
dangorous to the welfare of our sick and our children, Of 
all others these should be tenderly protected from experi- 
monts of all kinds, because they are so helpless and so 
dependent on our good faith. 

Once we give in to the principle that our children and 
invalids may bo experimented with, we hardly know where it 
may lead to. The psychological enthusiast, like every other, 
is led at times to be careless of the moans, in his desire to 
accomplish an end, and the temptation would be great to 
proceed from one step to another. If the sleep were not 
profound enough, a few passes would make it deeper, and a 
partial success would lead to further experiments not intended 
by “G. W., M.D.” 

Experiment by all means, if we must, but why not use 
the ordinary adult sleaper in good health, whose previous 
consent could readily be obtained? 

We had better remain in ignorance of the whereabouts of 
our spirits during sleep than take one step in a direction 
that might lead to our little ones and our invalids being 
used as “material” for psychological experiments. 

June 28th, 1892. E. C. C. S. 


Medlumship and Health. 


Sır, — Permit me to respond to the inquiry as to medium- 
ship affecting health. I would say most decidedly that [ feel 
it ensures health in every way. I do not hold that those only 
who are delicate have these peculiar gifts, for I am one of 
thirteen children (all gone but one, besides myself) and have 
been a medium from birth, though not knowing it. I was the 
only one who was never troubled by having to take medicine, 
though my father always sent for the physician in all our 
ailments. I had a brother a doctor, too, and I was a younger 
member of the family. 

I believe it is the work of the spirit-world, impressing 
individuals to set such guestions afloat to bring out reliable 
evidence in favour of mediumship. Therefore, I respond to 
the solicitations of friends, who have known me intimately 
for many years, to give my evidence, and I can positively 
affirm that my personal experience teaches me that a medium 
possesses the healthiest organism, espocially when the great 
gifts are used unselfishingly and discriminatingly, for the 
uplifting and benefiting of others. My son and self, both 
very mediumistic, are always well, and have been so for twenty 
years, never having cause to take the simplest remedies. My 
husband, non-mediumistic, is always ailing, and has often 
been brought near to the end, and then I have, through the 
instruction given me from the guides, brought him to health 
again. 

I may also add that I know many mediums who, I think, 
are healthy, though they are great workers in the cause, and 
yet seem the better for the use of their gifts. I met three 
of these last Tuesday, June 22nd, all healthy, sarnest workers, 
Mrs. Nelson, of Bristol, Mrs, Ashton Bingham, and Mrs. 
Spring. They and two others met in my home, and all were 
refreshed and invigorated (body and soul), and we had 
another testimony added to others of the presence of the 
unseen, in perceiving Mrs. Nelson transformed, the identity 
or personality, as far as form is concerned, entirely changed 
into the unmistakable form of an Egyptian, a dark curly- 
haired man, whilst Mrs. Nelson is very fair, and her 
outline altogether different. This was seen by us, not 
clairvoyantly, but as really as our outer senses may be relied 
on. I writs this because I think it ought to be known, and 
T am quite sure that I always feel happier and better when 
I have used the glorious gifts God has given me. I certainly 
feel tired, and sleep better after a seance harmoniously 
surrounded, and the rest is recuperative. So I think we 
may cast out all fear of the mediumistic organism troubling 
us, if we will use it wisely and well, as all our gifts should be 
used, and dedicated to that supreme will and power, from 
Whom all our mercies flow, aud Whose we are, and not our 
own, S. J. WHITAKER. 
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SOCIETY WORK. 


Correspondents who send us notices of the work of the Societies with which 
they are associated will oblige by writing ax distinctly as possible 
and by appending their signatures to their communications, Inat- 
tention to these requirements often compas ux to reject their contre 
butions, No notice received later than the drat post on Tuesday is 


sure of adnission, | 


Wanpsworty Sprrirva Haut, 132, Sr. Joun’s Hitt, 
CLAPHAM Junction. —Sunday noxt, at 7 pem., Thuraday, at 8 
pam, Mrs. Ashton Bingham. — K. A.B. 

THE Srrarrorp SOCIETY or SPIRITUALISTS, Work MA's 
Haut, Wesr Han-naxe, E. Service every Sunday, at 7 
p-m. Speaker for Sunday noxt, Mr. G. D. Wyndoo. Com- 
mittee meeting at 5.30 p.m. The various speakers aro also 
thanked for thoir servicos during the past month. — J. RAlx- 
Bow, Hon, Sve. 

PrexhAM Sociery or Sprrirvacists, Winchester Hare, 33, 
Hiun-srrRestr.—On Sunday evening Mr. Dale delivered an 
excellent discourse upon “The True Work of Spiritualism.” 
Sunday next, at 7 p.m., Rev. G. W. Allen, on “Tho Secret 
of Power to Help“; Monday, at 8 p.m., study; Thursday, at 
8 p.m., healing; 17th, Rev. F. R. Young.—S. T. Aupy. 

86, Hiau-srreet, MARYLEBONE. —At our annual meeting 
on Sunday last the oflicers were re-elected. The financial 
statement was satisfactory. Sunday next, at 11 a.m., moet- 
ting of friends; at 7 p.m., Mrs. Wallaco (from America), 
“Thoughts for Freethinkers.” Thursday, at 7.40 p.m., 
seance, Mrs. Spring. Saturday, at 7.40 p.m., seance, Mrs. 
Whittaker, —C. H. 

Loxvox Srikirualisr FEDERATION: Open AIR WORK. 
Hype Park (Near Manulz-Anch).— Last Sunday evening we 
had a good meeting. The writer occupied the chair, and 
after opening with some explanatory remarks on “Spiritual- 
ism,” Mr. T. Emms took the »latform and spoke upon “its 
relation to the moral teachings of to-day,” introducing 
mesmerism by way of illustration to the arguments brought 
forward. Some discussion took place, and many questions 
were promptly replied to. A keen interest was displayed by 
the listen ers, who denounced an opponent who, not satisfied 
with giving away tracts, “Beware of Spiritualism,” un- 
courteously kept interrupting the speakers and listeners 
alike. A quautity of literature was distributed. Next 
Sunday Messrs. F. Dever-Summers, and Percy Smyth, at 
3.30 p.m., weather permitting.—Prercy Smyrx, Organiser of 
Open Air Work for London Federation. 

CagpirF.—The service on Sunday last was conducted by 
Mr. Richard Phillips, who gave a brief but interesting 
résumé of his experiences while in Queensland. His concise 
and pithy statement of the physique, habits, and customs of 
the native races leads us to hope that he will shortly favour 
us with a lecture upon this most interesting subject. In the 
second portion of the service he illustrated in a most 
striking way, from the Old Testament record of Balaam and 
his ass, the great antiquity of the phenomena of Spiritualism 
and of the fact of intercommunion between embodied and 
disembodied beings. The members’ seance at the close was 
led by Mr. J. W. Buckle. The Cardiff Psychological Society 
will hold a social reunion on Wednesday, July 27th, to 
welcome Mr. George Spriggs, of Melbourae, upon his visit to 
Cardiff. Further details will be announced later on. We 
expect also to be favoured with the presence of Mr. J. J. 
Morse on that occasion, his next engagement with us being 
on July 24th and 25th.—E. A. 

THE Sprritva ists’ INTERNATIONAL CORRESPONDING SOCIETY. 
Information and assistance given to inquirers into Spirit- 
ualism, Literature on the subject and list of members will be 
sent on receipt of stamped envelope by any of the following 
International Committee :—America, Mrs. M. Palmer, 3101, 
North Broad-street, Philadelphia; Australia, Mr. Webster, 5, 
Peckville-street, North Melbourne; Canada, Mr. Woodcock, 
“ Waterniche,” Brookville; Holland, Van Stratten, Middel- 
laan, 682: India, Mr. Thomas Hatton, Ahmedabad; New 
Zealand, Mr. Graham, Huntley, Waikato; Sweden, B. 
Fortenson, Ade, Christiania; England, J. Allen, Hon. Sec., 
14, Berkley-terrace, White Post-lane, Manor Park, Essex ; or 
W. C. Robson, French Correspondent, 166, Rye Hill, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne. The Manor Park branch will hold the 
following meetings at 14, Berkluy-terrace: the last Sunday 
in each month at 7.15 p.m., reception for inquirers; Friday, 
at 6.15 p.m., for Spiritualists ouly, the study of mediumship ; 
and at 1, Winifred-road, the first Sunday in each month at 7.15 
p-m., reception for inquirers; Tuesday, at S. 15 p.m., 

inquirers' meeting.—J. A. 

Sour LONDON Society or SPIRITUATISTS, 311, CAMBERWELL 
New-roap, S. E. — On Sunday evening Mr. Swatridge’s guides 
answered questions put by tlie audience, the replies given 
being much appreciated. The half-yearly general meeting 
followed, and a satisfactory report of the work done during 
the past half-year was given. The following ofticers were 
elected: Secretary, Mr. Coote; assistant-secretary, Mr. 
Beaton; treasurer, Mr. Kemmish; Lyceum conductor, Mr. 
Coleman ; secretary Piano Fund, Mrs, Long ; secretary of the 
Help-Myself Branch, Miss Morrill; and the following com- 
mittee: Mr. W. E. Long, Mr. East, Mr. Perry, Mr. Warden, 
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Mr. Jorry, Mrs. Kommish, Mrs. Porry, Miss Perry 1 
Jorry, and Miss West. We hope to extend our work dat 
l, 


tho coming hal f-yonr, and trust that all our workers 
thoir shoulders to the wheel. On Sunday next, 
at 11.30 n. m.; Lycoum, at 3 p. in.; spirit c 
pm. Wednesday, seanco (strangers invited), at #30, ' 
The summer outing to Keston, Kent, will be held on 
July 11th, at 9 a. m. W. G. Coorg, Hon, Sec. 
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TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

Ir having been repeatedly requested that all communieat;,, 
intended to be printed should be addressed to the Edity, 
“icut,” 2, Duke-street, Adelphi, W.C., and not to u. 
other address, it is now respectfully intimated that lett, 
otherwise addressed will not be forwarded. Foreign esr 
spondents are specially desired to note this request. It dy, 
not, of course, apply to proof sent from the printer and mart; 
to be returned to 13, Whitefriars-street, I. C. So my 

expense and delay is caused by neglect to real the standis, 

notices to correspondents that it is hoped attention may, 
paid to the plain directions therein laid down. 


SEVERAL letters which have come to hand tov late for the pres: 
issue, are held over. 

DEN IIEERE, C. G. CORPORAAL. —We have received a eiter. 
from you which we are unfortunately unable to real. 
paragraph in English, if you desire publication, will meet wi: 
all attention. 

J. M. W. (Boston).—The work you mention has been very favor. 
ably noticed in this journal. We shall be glad to consid 
anything you send. Are not all these portraits and pittur, 
purely ideal ? 

“Per Io SprRITISMO.”—We much regret that we have no mex. 
of noticing or reviewing books published in Italian. If any: 
our readers can help us in this matter we shall be indebte 
The same remark applies to books published in Spani: 
Swedish, and Russian. Pa 

W. P.—Thank you. Edina” corrects our misapprehension it: 
communication just received. The discussion of the questi: 
raised in the article to which you refer should throw light « 
subjects respecting which there are many difficulties on bath 
sides. We have much to learn as to what constitutes identi: 


and what is proof of it. 

E. W. (San José).—IlIness alone has prevented reply to you. l 
cannot use my eyes for more than a very brief time, and the: 
is more than occupied by the necessary work of the joun: 
Indeed, most of my articles are dictated. I shall bear yous 
mind. Thanks for good wishes, I have perused your arm 
ment with interest, but the matter is too abstruse for pres:: 
treatment. It seems to me that the system of which you spa: 
is wholly theoretical, and I know too much of its evolution 


attach importance to details. 


HEALING IN THE CATHOLIC CuurcH.—In the Month” th 
late Earl of Denbigh describes how his wife was cured d 
sciatica of the worst kind by a peasant near Foligno, whos 
family possessed a miraculous power of curing such diseases 
received direct from St. Peter and St. Paul. The family wis 
named Cancelli. They had entertained the Apostles or 
stormy night, and as a recompense received the power, ts 
invocation and the sign of the Cross, of curing all rheumai: 
diseases to the end of time. The power was only granted w 
male descendants in a direct line, residents in that place. 
Lord Denbigh knew another case, within the last three years 
of an instantaneous cure being wrought by the same meaus 

SWEDENBORG Socrety.—The annual meeting of this society 
was held at 36, Bloomsbury-street, London, W.C., on Tue 
day, June 21st, 1892. J. Clowes Bayley, Esq., occupied th 
chair. The committee's report states that the subscription, 
donations and dividends for the year amount to £645 7s. iù 
Of the 2,901 volumes delivered, 309 copies have been pre 
sented to clergymen and theological students, 272 to publi: 
libraries, 176 to other institutions, &c., and 518 to subscribers: 
6,480 volumes have been reprinted, and 100,000 “Gem 
leaflets issued. An edition of the“ Heaven and Hell” in the 
Dutch language, and the same work in Hindi, are in prepari: 
tion. An interesting feature of the meeting was the presence o 
Dr. Blydon, an African, and at the present time Ministe 
Plenipotentiary from the Liberian Republic to the Court ei 
St. James. He gave an address on “The Effect of the Net 
Church Doctrines upon the African Race,” which was of 3 
specially interesting character. The following resolution ws 
passed unanimously :—“That this meeting, recognising th 
wide and deep changes now taking place in religious opinion, 
and regretting their frequently negative ard destructive 
character, especially in relation to the essential truths of thè 
supreme Divinity of our Lord Jesus Christ and the plenary 
inspiration of His Holy Word—pledges itself to sustain and 
extend the efforts of the Swodenborg Society to translate 
and publish the works containing the aftirmative and co 
S doctrine which tbe Church and world so sonli 
need. 

Wuen people have once got into the habit of neogloctin 
any particular thing, the habit of neglect becomes txel 
even when it is attended with great inconvonionce,—" 
Hamerroy’s “French and English.” 


